
 

Have Your Say 

 

Topic: Recycling 

 

Background Information: 

 

In Australia, there have been great efforts towards recycling aluminium cans.  
However, over 1 billion cans still get thrown away every year.  The statement 
below uses money as an incentive to get people to recycle.  Some will agree that this 
is a good idea, some won’t. 
 
“We need to double the cost of drinks in aluminium cans.  People can get their money 
back when they return the can.” 
 
What You Need To Do: 

Your teacher will give you a bit of time to do a ‘Placemat’ on this topic.  You will be 
given an A3 piece of paper that looks something like this: 
 

 

You will then be given a certain amount of time to write dot points of your ideas on this 
topic.  After about five minutes, share your ideas with the group.  Each person gets to 
speak, UNINTERUPTED, for one minute.  Nobody can argue with you during your 
minute, they simply wait their turn to share their thoughts on the topic. 
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Extension/Alternatives 

Write an essay either supporting or refuting this argument. 
 

 

Curriculum Links: 

English: Speaking and Listening, Writing 
Society and Environment: Resources 
 


