
Bill KnightτManager of Mines 

mine managers message 

Frogs are the most threatened group of ani-
mals on the planet. Nearly one-third of the 
world's 6,644 amphibian species are in danger 
of extinction and up to 200 species have com-
pletely disappeared in the last 30 years. 
 

 

So why are frogs so important for our eco -
system. ..Tadpoles keep waterways clean by 
feeding on algae. Adult frogs eat large quanti-
ties of insects, including those  that can trans-
mit fatal illnesses to humans (i.e. mosquitoes/
malaria).  
 
 
 

Frogs also serve as an 
important food source 
to a diverse array of 
predators, including 
d ragonf l ies ,  f ish, 
snakes, birds, beetles, 
and centipedes . Thus, 
the disappearance of 
frog populations dis-
turbs an intricate food 
web, and results in 
negative impacts that 
cascade through the 
ecosystem.    
 
Most frogs require suit-
able habitat in both the 
terrestrial and aquatic 

environments, and have permeable skin that 
can easily absorb toxic chemicals. These traits 
make frogs especially susceptible to environ-
mental disturbances, and thus frogs are con-
sidered accurate indicators of environmental 
stress: the health of frogs is thought to be in-
dicative of the health of the biosphere as a 
whole.  

Frogs have survived in more or less their cur-
rent form for 250 million years, having sur-
vived countless ice ages, asteroid crashes, 
and other environmental disturbances, yet 
now one-third of amphibian species are on the 
verge of extinction. This should serve as an 
alarm call to humans that something is drasti-
cally wrong in the environment.    
 
Frogs produce a wide array of skin secretions, 
many of which have significant potential to 

improve hu-
man health 
through their 
use as phar-
maceuticals.  
 

 

A p p r o x i -
mately 10% 
of Nobel 
Prizes in Physiology and Medicine have re-
sulted from investigations that used frogs. 
When a frog species disappears, so does any 
promise it holds for improving human health. 
 

 
 

The government of Western Australia and the 
Western Australian Museum Foundation have 
teamed up with the help of Alcoa to develop 
ófrog watchô.    
 
 
 

Alcoa Frog Watch  is dedicated to providing 
information on all aspects of Western Austra-
lian frogs. It has been designed to provide 
everyone with information about the different 
species in WA and how to provide habitat for 
them in your garden. 
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alcoa frog watch 

Frog Information courtesy of www.savethefrogs.com  

 

      Slender Tree Frog  

For more information about the    
programme visit é 
www.frogwatch.museum.wa.gov.au  

Well itôs certainly a great time of year for filling our dams, 
and as ever mining has been busy with a number of 
interesting projects. 

I hope you enjoy the information included about the Al-
coa Frog Watch website.   Please take the time to visit 
the site if you can, thereôs some fascinating  facts avail-
able to all. 
 

Our staff have all been very busy preparing for the visit 
from the Alcoa board of directors.   What a fantastic op-
portunity for us to showcase Alcoa Mining, I know they 
were extremely impressed by not only our operations 
but the enthusiasm of our employees too. 

Another year has passed us by and we have yet another 
group of graduating apprentices, I have to say how 
proud I am of these young men and women.    I truly 

enjoy the opportunity to observe these youths arriving at 
Alcoa, fresh faced and enthusiastic, and leaving us as 
competent well rounded young adults.   The recruiting 
process for the 2012 intake has now been completed, 
but if you feel you have a budding Heavy Vehicle Fitter 
at home I would urge you to have them apply.   Look out 
for details in early 2012, we are always looking for local 
people. 

We are working on our next Community Open Day 
which promises to bigger and better than ever, so you 
must register early to make sure you secure your place 
and mark it in your diaryðSunday 11th Septemberé 
See the article included for contact details, and I look 
forward to seeing you there. 

With warm regards,  

            Bill Knight, Manager of Mines

http://frogwatch.museum.wa.gov.au/504.jpg


Alcoaôs óshining 
starsô attended 
the 2011 Mining 
Apprentice 
Awards this 
week.   Jaymes 
Ballantyne, Alcoa 
third year heavy 
vehicle appren-
tice acted as 
master of cere-
monies for the 
evening, introduc-
ing guest speakers and ensuring proceedings 
ran seamlessly. 
 

Australian Cricketer, Ryan óCamboô Campbell 
was in attendance as the guest speaker, de-
lighting the group with tales of his amazing 
career which spanned 10 years, playing along 
side Australian test stars such as Andrew 
Symonds and Brett Lee, and the challenges 

he faced in battling 
a 2 year bout of 
depression which 
eventually led to his 
retirement in 2006. 
 
óCamboô spoke di-
rectly to the appren-

tices, advising them ñcricket was the appren-
ticeship to my life and your apprenticeship will 
set you up for the rest of your lives too, make 

sure you do what you love, be courageous 
and choose wellò. 
 

Alcoaôs Manager of Mines, Bill Knight person-
ally wished the apprentice group well for their 
futures and thanked the parents and families 
for the continuous support given to these 
young men and women. 
 
Bill told the audience, ñOut of thousands of 
applications received for the Alcoa appren-
ticeships only a small percentage are lucky 

enough to re-
ceive a place-
ment. Those 
few have al-
ready óput in the 
workô to ensure 
that they are 
truly the best 
candidate for 

the positionô. He continued by reminding the 
apprentices ósuccess does not come to you, 
you must go to itò. 
 

The evening culminated with the presentation 
of the 2011 awards.    Mark Elliot (Huntly Mo-
bile Maintenance) and Peter Moore 
(Willowdale Mobile Maintenance) received the 
much coveted award of Apprentice of the 
Year for their respective sites.   Peter has 
now received this award for the second con-
secutive year.    The award for Most Consis-
tently Improved  apprentice was received by 

Daniel Hurtado at Huntly, and Chris Kutzer at 
Willowdale.    
 
The graduating apprentices for 2011 were ï 
Bradley Shaw, Tim Bell, Peter Moore, Mark 
Elliot and Brad Cowcher. They were pre-
sented with their certificates by Alcoaôs Mobile 
Maintenance Manager ï Ray Wilson. 
 

1 in 6 of the current heavy duty mechanical 
fitters employed at the Huntly and Willowdale 
Mobile Maintenance Workshops started their 
working life as an Alcoa Apprentice.   Alcoa 
has an enviable reputation for producing 
world class trades people through its appren-
ticeship programme. 
 
 
 
 

For more information about Alcoa   
Apprenticeship Programme visit ï  
 
 

www.alcoa.com.au/apprenticeships  
 

2011mining apprentice awards 

  

munda biddi try the trail 
  

ŀƭŎƻŀΩǎ ōƻŀǊŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
The Alcoa 
Board of 
D i rec to rs 
visited the 
companyôs 
WA Opera-
tions for 
two days at the beginning of June. 
 
 

Day one of the tour was spent at 
the Huntly Mine, Rehabilitation 
areas and Marrinup Nursery.   
Each board member was paired 
with a member of the Production 
Team and taken to an active pit in 
a Komatsu 730e haul truck where 
they received a 190 tonne load 

which they 
then deliv-
ered to the 
crusher, a 
real up front 
and hands 
on opportu-
nity to see 

how things work at the Alcoa Min-
ing Operations. 
 

While CEO Klaus Kleinfeld has 
visited Alcoaôs Australian opera-
tions several times, this is the first 
time the Board - in its entirety - 
has visited Western Australia 
since 1998.  
 
 

ñIôm very pleased to be able to 
showcase our world class WA 
Operations to the Board of Direc-
torsò.  
 
 

ñOur success in Australia is de-
pendent on the support of the local 
communities where we operate.  
Continuous dialogue and engage-
ment with the community are criti-
cal,ò  said Alcoa of Australia Man-
aging Director,  Alan Cransberg.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Employees from across all loca-
tions were invited to take part in 
the 2011 Alcoa Try the Trail Day  
on Sunday 29th May 2011. 
 
 
 

Three teams of  riders led by 
Munda Biddi volunteer guides 
rode a chosen distance of 10 or 22 
kilometers. 
 
 
 

The ride began at Dwellingup Ad-
ventures and took participants 
through the wonderful forest along 
the Munda Biddi Trail and through 
the historic Prisoner of War 
Camp.   
 

 

Arriving at Marrinup Nursery, the 
riders were treated to a delicious 
hot meat, gravy and salad roll, 

followed by an informative tour of 
the facilities.   The riders then hit 
the trail again to complete their 
circuit. 
 
 

Alcoa is a long term supporter of 
the Munda Biddi Trail Foundation 
and the ride was organised as a 
thank you to the Alcoa employees,  
the day was a great success 
largely due to the devoted volun-
teer tour guides. 
 

If you would like to know more 
about the Munda Biddi Trail and 

the rides available in this area visit           

www.mundabiddi.org.au 
 

Why not book a seat on our weekly minesite tour (08) 9530 2400  

http://www.alcoa.com.au/apprenticeships
http://www.mundabiddi.org.au


about Alcoaôs operations 

Having worked through Alcoaôs Mining Process in issues 1-8, 
we would like to now take you through the MINE REHABILITA-
TION method stage by stage.  
Alcoaôs Western Australian bauxite mining operations occur 
within the jarrah forest ecosystem, located on the Darling Range 
plateau.   Approximately 600 hectares in total are mined and 
rehabilitated each year at the Huntly and Willowdale mines. 
 

The objective of Alcoaôs mine rehabilitation is to establish a self-
sustaining jarrah forest eco-system, planned to enhance or 
maintain all of the pre-mining forest land users: conservation, 
timber production, water catchment, recreation and other forest 
values. 
 
Alcoaôs rehabilitation process has been developed and has con-
tinually improved over the past 35 years, and  involves the fol-
lowing processes: 
 
¶ Landscaping  
¶ Pre-ripping  
¶ Soil Return  
¶ Fauna Habitat Return  
¶ Final Contour Ripping & Seeding  
¶ Recalcitrant Planting  
¶ Fertilising  
¶ Ongoing Monitoring & Management of Rehabilitated Areas  

 
A key environmental objective is to restore 100% of the species 
richness in the native forest to our rehabilitated areas one year 
after the rehabilitation process is complete.   While we achieved 

this goal in 2000, it is a ongoing challenge to improve our reha-
bilitation program to ensure that we can continue to meet this 
target.   Where botanical monitoring does not meet standards, 
areas are re-seeded or weeds removed. 
 

Alcoaôs rehabilitation program has been judged one of Austra-
liaôs top 25 ecological restoration projects by the Global Resto-
ration Network (GRN). This project of the Society for Ecologi-
cal Restoration  (SER), offers the field of ecological restoration 
a database and web-based portal, with trustworthy and hard-to-
find information on all aspects of restoration, from historic eco-
systems and causes of degradation to in-depth case studies 
and proven restoration methods and techniques. 
 

For more information visitðwww.globalrestorationnetwork.org 

mine rehabilitationé a brief look 

 
 

huntly community open day 
 

munda biddi try the trail 

Alcoa Mining is 
holding a Commu-
nity Open Day on 
Sunday 11th Sep-

tember 2011.  

Employees and com-
munity members will 

have the opportunity to visit Huntly mine 
and enjoy the carnival festivities whilst 
learning about the mining operations and 
world class rehabilitation program. 

The fun begins at 10am and draws to a 
close at 2pm.   It promises to be a fantas-
tic day of fun, laughter and learning and 
will be hosted by local radio station 97.3 
Coast FM. 

Thereôs lots for the family to do, carnival 
games, Huntly mine bus tours, have you 
face painted or visit one of the community 

partnership stalls.    

You will 
have the 
opportunity 
to get óup 
close and 
personalô 
with some of 
our largest 
mining equipment, haul trucks, dozers 
and graders, whilst also taking a look at 
some of the less imposing but equally 
important machinery too. 

We have gifts and 
giveaways for every-
one on the day and 
best of all  

ENTRY IS FREE. 

Anyone visiting on the 
day will automatically 

enter the Open 
Day Raf-

fle where we have some fantastic 
óALUMINIUMô prizes up for grabs, includ-
ing a óWeberô, Lifetime Guarantee Cook 
wear Set, Crab Cooking Pot, Apple Mac 
Air book computers, Ipod, Ipad, bikes and 
moreé 

Entry is STRICTLY for those wearing 
the OPEN DAY WRISTBAND ONLYé 
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Callé Berni Hiles  
0448 844 159 or e-mail  

bernadette.hiles@alcoa.com.au  

Huntly Mine after  
Rehabilitation in 2001  

 

Huntly Mine before  
rehabilitation in 1980  
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 Picture content: 
1.  Parent s and Students get into the spirit of things at the 
Serpentine Primary Alcoa Mexican Walkathon fundraiser. 

2. Jason White (L) presents Geoff Pimlott (R) with his Alcoa 
10 year anniversary certificate 

3. Mandurah Wildlife Rescue President Dot Reini-Bos re-
ceives a partnership cheque from Alcoa 

4. Students from the North Dandalup Primary School in-
spect their new boundary fencing, courtesy of Alcoa. 

5Φ  Ψ5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ 5ǳŎƪΩ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ !ƭŎƻŀ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
years Rotary Duck Race. 

6.  Alex Rankin (R) celebrates his 10 year anniversary  at 
Alcoa with his crew. 

7. Apprentices of the year for 2011τMark Elliot (L) for 
Huntly and Peter Moore (R) for Willowdale. 

8. Nursery Staff and Fairbridge Students meet to celebrate 
the successful 2010/2011 work place experience program. 

9. Gareth Davies receives his Bravo! cheque for the Lake 
Clifton Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. 

10. Alcoa employees leave Marrinup Nursery to cycle back 
ǘƻ 5ǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǘǊȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭΩ ŘŀȅΦ 

11. Alcoa Willowdale employees receive their Bravo! 
cheque for the Waroona Fire Brigade. 

12. McKenzie Burnett and Olivia Lodding enjoy some craft 
time at the Sculpture by the Sea school workshop 

13. Alcoa employees enjoy a breakfast at the Yvon.ne 
Baker foundation annual memorial breakfast fundraiser. 
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Itôs truly winter weather and we can all benefit from a warming 
curry dish.    This recipe comes to you courtesy of the óFood from 
Friendsô recipe book which was developed by the Yvonne Baker 
Foundation.  
 

The recipe was one of Yvonneôs own, Yvonne sadly passed away 
from Lung Cancer five years ago, her three loving daughters have 
since campaigned tirelessly to raise funds for the Cancer Council 
of WA.  

Ingredientsð 
 

500g chuck steak 
diced 
1 large onion, finely 
chopped 
2 medium cooking 
apples 

 
 

2 carrots 
A handful of sultanas 
2 tablespoons of 
chutney 
Curry powder to 
taste 

Yvonne Bakerôs Sweet Beef Curry 

Method  
 

Sauté steak and onion over low heat while you 
dice the apples and carrots.   Add to pan with other ingredients. 
 
 
 

Simmer slowly until steak is tender.   If the curry liquid is too thin, add 
some cornflour.   If the curry liquid is too dry, add some more water.  
 

For more information about the Yvonne Baker 
Foundation or to purchase a  recipe book contact 
Angela on (08) 9314 6838..                              
angela.piscitelli@bigpond.com    

H u n -
dreds of 
b a c k 
gardens 
in West-
ern Aus-
t r a l i a 
h a v e 
received 
n e w 
bursts of 
life this 
month as part of Alcoa's worldwide 
Green Works initiative. 
  

Alcoa has given each Western 
Australian employee two native 
seedlings to plant in their own envi-
ronment or community.  
 

Alcoa of Australia's General Man-
ager of Climate Strategy, Tim 
McAuliffe, said all the trees planted 
by employees are part of a much 
bigger picture. ñWeôre aiming to 
plant ten million new trees globally 
by 2020 under our óTen Million 
Treesô program and all the trees 
our people plant - in Pinjarra and 
Mandurah, Harvey,  Waroona, Kwi-
nana and Rockingham right 

through to Bunbury and Perth - will 
help achieve that goal,ò Mr 
McAuliffe said.  
 

ñMany people know Alcoa in WA is 
a world leader in mine site rehabili-
tation, because weôve won numer-
ous awards for this work. But what 
a lot of people donôt know is that 
there are many more trees we 
plant, and encourage our people to 
plant, separate to our rehab efforts, 
as just one part of Alcoaôs solution 
to tackling climate change.  
 

ñTen Million Trees�� has been run-
ning since 2003. It followed the 
success of Alcoaôs ñOne Million 
Trees�� program which began in 
1998 with the goal of planting one 
million trees within 10 years.  

 
Employees, contractors and their 
families, at more than 140 Alcoa 
locations in 20 
countries, raced 
to that goal in 
half the time 
expected.  

green works ...Employee Day of Trees ...  a winter warmer 

Fixed Maintenance em-
ployeesðDave Sturgeon 

(L) and Angus MacQuarrie 
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  To find out more about alcoaôs operations: 

¶ Come on a tour: (08) 9530 2400 

¶ Contact our neighbour relations staffðHuntly (Fran Shipp) 9530 2527, Willowdale (Beth Butler) (08) 9733 8942 

¶ Visit our website: www.alcoa.com.au/bauxitemining 
4 

 

If our operations are having a negative impact on you, please 
contact security at Huntly Mine (08) 9530 2800 or Willowdale 
Mine (08) 9733 8811 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

If you would prefer NOT to receive this newsletter, please call (08) 9530 2359  

out and about 


