
mine managers message 

Alcoa offers free 
tours of our bauxite 
mines, alumina refin-
eries in Western Aus-

tralia. 

Contact us to book your 
seat on a tour and dis-

cover Alcoa for yourself, friends and family! 
  

 

For all tour 
bookings, please 
con tac t  our 
friendly staff at 
the Alcoa Dis-
covery Cen-
tre  (08) 9530 
2400, or email 
us tourcentre@alcoa.com.au. 

The Alcoa Discovery Centre is located with 
the Pinjarra Visitor Centre at the Pinjarra Heri-
tage Train Station: Fimmel Lane Pinjarra.   
You can Tour Alcoa in 3 ways… 

Visit Pin-
jarra Alu-
mina Refin-
ery and 
H u n t l y 
B a u x i t e 
Mine. Our 
w e e k l y 
Wednesday 

tour departs the Alcoa Discovery Centre. 
There are collection points in Mandurah and 

Pinjarra.    BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL. 

Alternatively, visit Wagerup Alumina Refinery 
and Willowdale Bauxite Mine. Our monthly 
tour depart the Waroona Visitor‘s Centre, 37 

South Western High-
way, Waroona.  There 
area collection points 
i n  H a r ve y  a nd 
W aroo na .  A ga in 
BOOKINGS ARE ES-

SENTIAL, 

Tailor-made Tours can 
be arrange to suit your 
individual group‘s 
needs, you can dis-
cuss this by calling 

(08) 9530 2400.   

Our Community Education Officers offer a 
fully guided tour of specific aspects of our op-
erations. Please note that for personalised or 
tailor-made tours bus transportation must be 
provided by your group.  
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tour alcoa—there’s a lot to discover & it’s free 

It‘s time to reflect on the year gone by as we head towards 2012, and 
what a year it has been. 

I am sad to have to inform you that I will be moving on from my role as 
Manager of Mines for Alcoa, but at the same time...excited to take up 
my newly appointed position as Director of the Alcoa Global Mining 

Centre of Excellence. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the past 6                           
years, working with some inspiring 
individuals, and I am certain our paths 
will cross in the future and look for-
ward very much to that. 

My successor may not be a complete 
stranger to you, Mal Briggs has a long 
successful career with Alcoa. 

Mal‘s background is in civil engineer-
ing, with over 16 years of experience 
for Alcoa Mining.   Mal has been in-
volved with Hedges Gold, Jarrahdale, 
Willowdale and Huntly Mines.    

He was a key team member in the 
wind down and closure of the Jar-
rahdale mine, before transferring to 

Huntly as Production Supervisor, and eventually taking a position as 
Willowdale Operations Manager from 2003 to 2006.    

Between 2006 and 2008 Mal held the position of Engineering and 
Operations Manager before accepting the role, Director of Employee 
Relations (Australia) in 2008.  

Mal led the renewal of the Enterprising Bargaining Agreement (E.B.A)  
that exists throughout our Australian Operations.    

More recently Mal has contrib-
uted his wealth of knowledge and 
expertise to the Mining Centre of 
Excellence.   

I am sure you will all join me in 
welcoming Mal back to Alcoa 
Mining. 

I wish you all a safe and fun fes-
tive season and a prosperous 
2012. 

 

Warm regards, 

                         Bill Knight Mal Briggs—Alcoa’s newly appointed  
Manager of Mines 

Tours Alcoa ...(08) 9530 2400 

 

Bill Knight 
Director of Alcoa Global Mining 

 

mailto:tourcentre@alcoa.com.au


During each October, Alcoa par-

ticipates in ‘Month of Service’.    

Month of Service is a dedicated time to 
encourage and recognise our thousands 
of employee volunteers—not just in Aus-
tralia, but around the world. Volunteering 
events are held in over 24 countries, 
where Alcoa has operations, partnering 
with local not-for-profit organisations to 
make a real and lasting impact.  
  
At Alcoa, we believe we have a responsi-
bility to help build and strengthen our 
communities, and getting our people out 
and about, getting their hands dirty, does 
make a difference. 

Alcoa‘s worldwide ‗Month of Service‘, an 
initiative of the Alcoa Foundation, is a 
time when we encourage employee vol-
unteerism and celebrate the hundreds of 
employees who volunteer all year round. 

Alcoa employees across Australia do-
nated more than 7500 volunteer hours to 
community projects and not-for-profit or-
ganisations, during our fifth annual volun-
teering month in 2010, with figures ex-
pected to be higher in 2011. 

At Alcoa Mining in 2011, 430 employees 
attended 22 different events and com-
pleted 1777 hours of work.   This equates 
to 43% of the workforce at both the Huntly 
a n d  t h e  W i l l o w d a l e  M i n e . 
  
During Month of Service 2011, Mining 
employees participated in a wide range of 
activities in our community including rais-
ing money for breast cancer research, 
busy-bees at our local schools—North 
Dandalup Primary School, Dwellingup Pre
-Primary School, St. Joseph‘s Primary in 
Waroona and Waroona District High 
School.   There was also Dieback tree 

injecting at Lake Navarino and  Dwellin-
gup, Litter pick-up on the Del Park and 
Nanga Brook Roads and painting of Jose-
phite Centre organised by the Waroona 
Karate Club.   Surf Clubs cleaned up the 
beaches and community facilities such as 
the Serpentine Volunteer Bush Fire Bri-
gade, Mandurah Wildlife Rescue, 
Waroona Playgroup and the Forest Heri-
tage Centre all benefitted from the Alcoa 
m u s c l e  p r o v i d e d . 
 
Alcoa of Australia Mining Community 
Manager Ian Colquhoun, said: ―The 
benchmark for corporate volunteering in 
Australia was 43 percent employee par-
ticipation.  We were happy to meet this 

target in Month of Service this year, so 
I‘m very proud of our people and the work 
t h e y  h a v e  d o n e . 
 
Alcoa is an important neighbour in the  
community and it‘s critical we show sup-
port, both through our employee volun-
teering programs and our ongoing com-
munity partnerships and sponsorships.‖ 
Ian said. 

While Month of Service is Alcoa‘s  volun-

teering centerpiece, Alcoa employees are 

heavily involved in their communities all 

year round.  Throughout the year, Alcoa 

Foundation matches employees‘ volun-

teer time with financial grants to their cho-

sen not-for-profit organisations through 

our ACTION and Bravo! programs. 

So far in 2011, Mining employees have 

submitted 251 Bravo applications which 

translate to $67,250 of funding for 129 

different organisations in the region.   This 

is based on the 21,293 hours of volun-

teering carried out by our employees. 

A C T I O N 

grants were 

awarded to 

12 organisa-

tions.   Grant 

applications 

of $1500 or 

$3000 (US), 

which sees a 

group of Alcoa employees planning and 

carrying out much needed work for the 

grant recipient – grant applications open 

mid-year.  

mining volunteering in your community 

To find out more about the  Alcoa 
volunteering and partnership 

programs you can visit… 

www.alcoa.com.au  
 

A Huntly Rehabilitation crew carried 
out weed removal to the Environ-

mentally Protected Area at the back 
of the North Dandalup Primary  

School 

To find out more about our Partnership Program call (08) 9530 2359 

http://www.alcoa.com.au/


about Alcoa‘s operations 

mine rehabilitation… landscaping 

 
 

huntly community open day… thanks 
Alcoa Mining held their Community 
Open Day on Sunday 11th Septem-

ber 2011. 

Manager of Mines, Bill Knight opened pro-
ceedings, welcoming everyone and thanking 
the community groups for taking part, some of 
which included, the Dwellingup Branch of the 
Returned and Services League with their fine 
array of sandwiches, scones and sweet treats, 
the Dwellingup Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 
crew sizzling up a storm with snaggers galore.   
The Mandurah Aussi Masters Swimming 
Group were on 
hand to super-
vise the visitor 
parking and 
the Serpentine 
Volunteer 
Bush Fire Bri-
gade acting as 
Health and 
Safety officials, 
ensuring the visitors stayed safe and made the 
most of the day. 

Visitors were treated to a demonstration of 
motor trails riding by the Pathfinders Trails 

Motorcycle 
Club. 

Local Dwellin-
gup Band – 
‗The Smash-
ing Bumpkins‘ 
were on 
stage playing 

their cheery 
brand of music. 

There were Infor-
mational stalls 
for Wanslea 
Family Services 
from Mandurah, 
the Dwellingup 
Community Village, the WA Museum Frog 
Watch and long term Alcoa partners Greening 
Australia and Fairbridge who enjoyed boomer-
ang painting with the children.   Mandurah 
Wildlife Rescue brought along a number of the 
cuddly animals that have been expertly nursed 
back to health.  

Mining employ-
ees pedalled 
away tirelessly 
on their static 
bikes, a demon-
stration of the 
grit required of 
the group of four 
riders. The riders undertook a 1000 kilometre 
ride in October and raised over $10,000 for 
the charity group ‗Teen Challenge‘.  

Alcoa‘s Mining Environmental group and the 
Pinjarra Worm Farm teamed up to provide an 

Aladdin‘s cave of 
activities for children 
to take part in. 

Buses were pro-
vided for people to 
take informational 

tours of the Huntly mine and catch a glimpse 
into the life of the mining employees.  

Every person attending the open day received 
a bag of Alcoa goodies and entry into the 
lucky raffle prize draw. All of the raffle prizes 
were manufactured in some part using the 
miracle metal ‗Aluminium‘   … Apple Mac 
Book Air, Ipad, Ipod, Mountain Bikes, Crab 
Cooker, Camping chairs and Weber …  

Mike Muller of Alcoa‘s Marrinup Nursery and 
the Serpentine 
Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade 
took a moment 
to present Ben 
Robinson, Al-
coa Huntly Op-
erations Man-
ager, with a 

framed brigade shirt, in recognition of all of the 
support they have and continue to receive 
from Alcoa.   

  

Alcoa would like to thank everyone 
who agreed to take part in the 
Open Day, without whose participa-
tion the 
day would 
not have 
been the 
success it 
proved to 

be. 

Landscaping is the first step in 

the rehabilitation process.  

Landscaping reshapes the mined out pit, 
removes pit faces and pit floors, buries 
large rocks and creates a final and fin-
ished surface that blends in with the sur-
r o u n d i n g  f o r e s t  t o p o g r a p h y .                
  
Landscaping also provides an opportunity 
to create drainage controls within the pit. 
  
The surrounding forest has established 
trees to add structure to the soil, and pre-
vent soil being washed away during rain 
events.          Newly rehabilitated pits 
don't have this structure yet. 
  
Landscaping design allows water to be 
captured within the pit and prevents the 
soil from being washed off into            
s u r r o u n d i n g  f o r e s t . 
  
The final landscaped pit is left 30-40cm 
below the surrounding forest. This allows 

the rehabilitation to be at an equal height 
with the surrounding forest once the over-
burden and topsoil have been returned. 
  
The rock and wood debris is removed 
from the pit edges to ensure no barriers 
are created between rehabilitation and 
forest. 

A pit during mining with final land-

scaped pit in background. 

A Komatsu 575 Dozer smoothing down 

the mined pit face during landscaping 
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 Here’s a little something from our own Neighbour Relations Consultant.    Fran 

Shipp cooks up a yummy potato curry for all of 
the vegetarian’s out there…it’s tasty! 
 

Ingredients: 
4 large potatoes 
1 large sweet potato 
½ butternut pumpkin 
4 cloves garlic 
1 medium onion 
Olive oil 
tin of brown lentils 
½ tsp curry powder 

 

If you have a favorite recipe that you would like to 
share… please send the details through to          
bernadette.hiles@alcoa.com.au    

Throughout Alcoa’s October—
Month of Service Alcoa Mining 
assisted 22 Organisations.   
Some of these groups are des-
perate for volunteers and we 
thought we may take this oppor-
tunity to try and stir up some 
interest… 
 

The Mandurah Wildlife Rescue are 
situated at 1400 Old Coast Road in 
Dawesville. A year or so ago they 
took over these new premises and 
have gradually expanded their 
operations week by week… conse-
quently they are always on the look 
out for willing and able volunteers 
to become carers and undertake 
the huge amount of work needed. 
 If you can spare some time …  
 

Please call Dot on (08) 9586 3166 
or visit 

www.mandurahwildlife.com.au  

The Mandurah/Murray Branch of 
the Riding for the Disabled Asso-
ciation welcome helpers of all ages.  
The group meet most days, gener-
ally following the school curriculum.  
 

The centre will re-open  in early 
February 2012 and is ALWAYS in 
need of help to lead the riders, help 
with preparing the horses and just 
general work about the place.    
 

If you have some time available 
and feel comfortable around horses 
the RDA would love to have you on 
board…  
 

Contact the RDA volunteer coordi-
nator, Anne on  (08) 9733 4201  
 

(please note—Working with children clear-
ance needs to be applied for if you intend 
to be a regular volunteer) 

can u help ? fran’s veggie curry 
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Spices 
½ tsp Fresh ginger 
1 tsp Cumin 
1 tsp Garam masala 
1 tsp Chili powder 
1 tsp Cinnamon 
1 tsp Turmeric 

Method 
 

 Peel, chop all the potatoes to bite size and boil till soft 
 In a separate pan, boil pumpkin until soft 
 Fry the peeled and chopped onion and garlic with lots of olive oil 
 Add the ginger and other spices to the onion/garlic and fry until permeated 
 Drain and mash the pumpkin, add 2 tbs Olive Oil and ½ tsp curry powder, mix 
 Put potatoes, drained lentils and pumpkin with Onion and garlic mix and fold 

together… 
 

Serve with fresh coriander and Enjoy !! 
(Serves 4) 

 

  To find out more about alcoa‘s operations: 

 Come on a tour: (08) 9530 2400 

 Contact our neighbour relations staff—Huntly (Fran Shipp) 9530 2527, Willowdale (Beth Butler) (08) 9733 8942 

 Visit our website: www.alcoa.com.au/bauxitemining 

Picture content: 

1.  Evan Thompson (L) presents Terry White with his 
BRAVO! cheque for the Pinjarra Football Club. 
2. John Swiderski receives his 2011 Bravo! Cheque for his 
work with the Dawesville Catholic Primary School. 
3. Angus MacQuarrie (L) presents the Pinjarra Bowling 
Club Executive Treasurer with his Bravo! Cheque. 
4. Ron Ferguson from Willowdale presenting the South 
West Touring Car Club representative with their Bravo! 
5. Mario Martelli (L) presenting  his Bravo cheque to  
Carla Martelli and Ciaran Henworth of the Mandurah  
Swimming Club. 
6.  Peter Becker (R) presenting Malcolm Flett - Chairman 
of the Bouvard Coast Care with the 2011 ACTION 
Cheque. 
7.  Fran Shipp with the Karnet Prison Farm Working 
Group carrying out the new sign installation at the Dwel-
lingup Community Village. 
8.  Colin Fletcher with his Bravo! Cheque for the  North 
Dandalup Bush Fire Brigade . 
9.  Louise Loe (L) and Larissa Hackett (R) selling National 
Breast Cancer Foundation merchandise as part of the 
Month of Service Volunteering  Programme. 
10.  Dr. Ian Colquhoun  gets the dieback injection equip-
ment ready for tree injecting  at Lake Navarino. 
11. Frank Chiera (L)  receives his $3000 Action cheque 
from Jason White  for the Waroona Community Car. 
12.  Taylor Martelli presenting the BRAVO! Cheque on 
behalf of Giglio Martelli to  St Joseph's  Primary School
(Waroona) Sandra Franco P&F member. 

out and about 
 

 

If our operations are having a negative impact on you, please 
contact security at Huntly Mine (08) 9530 2800 or Willowdale 
Mine (08) 9733 8811, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

If you would prefer NOT to receive this newsletter, please call Berni on (08) 9530 2359 


